[Anti-cardiolipin antibodies and other immunological disorders in patients with systemic scleroderma].
A total of 104 patients with scleroderma were examined. Anticardiolipin antibodies were detected in 37.5 per cent of the patients with systemic scleroderma and in 3 per cent of healthy individuals; they were more often detected in 46.8 per cent of the patients with diffuse affections of the skin, atherosclerosis, Raynaud's syndrome accompanied by ulcero-necrotic affections of the skin as compared to patients with restricted affections of the skin (sclerodactylia and focal scleroderma)--29.8 per cent. No significant changes in the frequency of detecting a rheumatic factor, antibodies to Scl-70 were revealed in subgroups of patients with scleroderma, positive and negative anticardiolipin antibodies. Of the greatest interest is a significant difference in levels of C-reactive protein which were high in half of the patients with anticardiolipin antibodies. Anticentromere antibodies were detected twice as more often in patients without anticardiolipin antibodies that corresponded to systemic sclerodermia with minimum involvement of the skin into the pathological process. It is suggested that ulcero-necrotic affection of the skin in systemic sclerodermia is associated with C-reactive protein but it is not of an immunocomplex nature.